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To the Shareholder of Orokonui Ecosanctuary Limited
Opinion
We have audited the performance report of Orokonui Ecosanctuary Limited (the Company) on pages 1
and 5 to 16, which comprises the entity information, the statement of service performance, the statement
of financial performance and statement of cash flows for the year ended 30 June 2022, the statement of
financial position as at 30 June 2022, and the statement of accounting policies and other explanatory
information.
In our opinion:
a) the reported outcomes and outputs, and quantification of the outputs to the extent
practicable, in the statement of service performance are suitable; and
b) the performance report on pages 1 and 5 to 16 presents fairly, in all material respects:

▪
▪
▪

the entity information for the year ended 30 June 2022;
the service performance for the year ended 30 June 2022; and
the financial position of the Company as at 30 June 2022, and its financial
performance, and cash flows for the year then ended

in accordance with Public Benefit Entity Simple Format Reporting – Accrual (Not-For-Profit).
Basis for Opinion
We conducted our audit of the statement of financial performance, statement of financial position,
statement of cash flows, statement of accounting policies and notes to the performance report in
accordance with International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand) (ISAs (NZ)), and of the entity
information and statement of service performance in accordance with the International Standard on
Assurance Engagements (New Zealand) ISAE (NZ) 3000 (Revised). Our responsibilities under these
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Performance Report
section of our report.
We are independent of the Company in accordance with Professional and Ethical Standard 1
International Code of Ethics for Assurance Practitioners (including International Independence Standards)
(New Zealand) issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board, and we have
fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
An affiliated entity, Findex NZ Limited, provides accounting services of a compliance nature to the
Company. The firm has no other relationship with, or interest in, the Company.
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Directors’ Responsibilities for the Performance Report
The Directors are responsible on behalf of the Company for:
(a) Identifying outcomes and outputs, and quantifying the outputs to the extent practicable, that are
relevant, reliable, comparable and understandable, to report in the statement of service
performance;
(b) The preparation and fair presentation of the performance report, which comprises:

▪
▪
▪

the entity information;
the statement of service performance; and
the statement of financial performance, statement of financial position, statement of cash
flows, statement of accounting policies and notes to the performance report

in accordance with Public Benefit Entity Simple Format Reporting – Accrual (Not-For-Profit)
issued in New Zealand by the New Zealand Accounting Standards Board; and
(c) For such internal control as the Directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the
performance report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the performance report, the Directors are responsible for assessing the Company’s ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the
going concern basis of accounting unless the Directors either intend to liquidate the Company or to cease
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Performance Report
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the performance report as a whole is
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that
includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an
audit conducted in accordance with ISAs (NZ) and ISAE (NZ) 3000 (Revised) will always detect a
material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered
material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the decisions
of users taken on the basis of this performance report.
As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs (NZ) and ISAE (NZ) 3000 (Revised), we exercise professional
judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also:

▪

Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the performance report, whether due to
fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit
evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion, including performing
procedures to obtain evidence about and evaluating whether the reported outcomes and outputs and
quantification of the outputs to the extent practicable, are relevant, reliable, comparable and
understandable. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than
for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

▪

Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the Company’s internal control.

▪

Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates and related disclosures made by management.

▪

Conclude on the appropriateness of the use of the going concern basis of accounting by the Directors
and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern. If
we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s
report to the related disclosures in the performance report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to
modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our
auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Company to cease to continue
as a going concern.

▪

Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the performance report, including the
disclosures, and whether the performance report represent the underlying transactions and events in
a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with the Directors regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the
audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify
during our audit.
Restriction on Use
This report is made solely to the Company's Shareholder, as a body. Our audit has been undertaken so
that we might state to the Company's Shareholder those matters we are required to state to them in an
auditor's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or
assume responsibility to anyone other than the Company and the Company's Shareholder as a body, for
our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Crowe New Zealand Audit Partnership
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Dated at Dunedin this 29th day of September 2022
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Orokonui Ecosanctuary Limited
Statement of Service Performance
For The 12 Months Ended 30 June 2022

Outcome 1. - To promote the preservation, protection, conservation and fostering of the indigenous flora and fauna of
New Zealand
Description and quantification of the Entity’s Outputs
Orokonui Ecosanctuary continued to make a vital contribution in its work with threatened species in FY22. In our role
as a kiwi creche for DoC, five Haast Tokoeka Kiwi were raised until they were robust enough for release into predator
free environments (2021: four chicks graduated from the Kiwi Creche). Our new Takahē pair, Waimarie and Bennett,
successfully bred for the second time producing a clutch of two eggs, both of which successfully hatched, resulting in
two healthy chicks that were transfered to the Department of Conservation’s Burwood Takahē Centre (2021: first
successful breeding resulted in one clutch of eggs, but no successly reared chicks). Along with ‘retired’ pair, Paku and
Quammen, Waimarie and Bennett are vital for takahē advocacy, providing a great opportunity for the general public to
view these endangered birds.
This was our tenth year of monitoring tuatara at Orokonui since their translocation from Takapourewa (Stephens Island)
in Marlborough Sounds in October 2012. Intensive monitoring was cancelled due to Covid-19, but limited fieldwork
revealed new nesting activity, one hatchling seen by chance, many fresh scats, and basking tuatara. These
observations, combined with results from 2020/21 (12 of the original released animals recaptured in good health, much
nesting activity, one juvenile and 5 hatchlings) confirm that the Orokonui population is breeding successfully. Our annual
lizard monitoring programme was not carried out in FY22, due to the impacts of Covid-19 cases across the summer
months (2021: an expanded geographical spread of three lizard species in the sanctuary was recorded).
Our annual survey of South Island Kākā revealed more successful breeding this year, with sixteen Orokonui bred
juveniles banded and another five captive birds released into the sanctuary. A research project using VHS and GPS to
track the movements of a group of the birds, has provided more detail on their activities both in and outside of the
predator resistant fence. Results of the research shed light on the home range size and monthly variability of the group,
with significant age and sex-related differences in movement. This data will help to better protect the kākā through the
identification and mitigation of specific risks that they may face. (2021: same).
Outcome 2. - To provide facilities for the maintenance, care, housing and display of the indigenous flora and fauna of
New Zealand in an environment reflective of their natural habitat.
Description and quantification of the Entity’s Outputs
Our focus on maintaining a safe and predator free environment for our precious native species continued in FY22. We
trapped a total of 258 predators in our external trapping programme including 148 rats, 30 hedgehogs, 35 rabbits, 4
stoats, 13 weasels, 7 ferrets, 1 cat, and 20 mice (2021: 206 predators were trapped). Inside the fence, two tracking
tunnel operations were carried out in July and October 2021, with a total of 1,332 tunnels deployed each time; mice
registered above 5% in both operations, a result of the winter poison operation being compromised by lock down (2021:
both registered below 5%). Two audits for mustelids utilising mustelid detection dog teams, were carried out by mustelid
detection dog team in FY22: in July and December 2021; no mustelids were detected (2021: same).
A major construction project, designed to mitigate the risk posed by extreme weather events to the fence and culvert
system surrounding the sanctuary, was implemented in FY22, and completed in July 2022. The project was supported
by grants from the Otago Regional Council ($100,000), Otago Community Trust ($86,454), and Lottery Environment
and Heritage ($123,306), based on a detailed vulnerability assessment of the fence and culvert system carried out in
2018. (2021: new Jewelled Gecko enclosure constructed.)

The attached notes and Auditor's Report form an integral part of these financial statements.
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Orokonui Ecosanctuary Limited
Statement of Service Performance
For The 12 Months Ended 30 June 2022

Outcome 3. - To educate and to encourage the awareness of the public, in respect of the preservation, protection and
conservation of the indigenous flora and fauna of New Zealand
Description and quantification of the Entity’s Outputs
In FY22 the Orokonui Knowledge Group approved five new proposals for research within the ecosanctuary, with a wide
range of topics (2021: three proposals were approved). This year these included the role of food resources and
predation on nesting success in South Island Robin; the development of a 360-degree immersive nature video; the
impacts of Covid-19 on our education programme; using takahē dung to explore the role they play in the consumption
and dispersal of fungi; and studying freshwater microcosms to explore how forest habitat degradation and management
influence biodiversity and ecosystem functions.
Our education team had another busy year, although the Covid-19 pandemic continued to impact on the numbers of
schools visiting the ecosanctuary in FY22, with 2,144 students from 26 schools participating the Orokonui Education
Programme, inspiring a new generation of budding conservationists (2021: 2,603 students from 47 schools).
In FY22 our education team were successful in securing a grant of $20,000 from the Participatory Science Platform for
the implementation of a new citizen science research project in FY23. The new project, Ngā Taonga ki te Ngāhere o
Tāne, is focused on the plant life surrounding the sanctuary, and the importance of these species, both to the wildlife
spilling out from the sanctuary, but also our human communities. (2021: $20,000 for Kei Hea Ngā Kākā research
project).
Orokonui continues to provide a range of opportunities for the community to engage with conservation. The Orokonui
Volunteer Programme saw volunteers deliver a further 5,032.5 hours of voluntary labour in FY22 (2021: 7,822.5 hours),
with tasks including wildlife monitoring and care, weed and pest control, guiding, event support, administration, probono specialist services and governance.
While the Covid-19 pandemic impacted our ability to run larger scale events at the sanctuary, we still provided a variety
of smaller scale activities throughout the year ensuring that a broad spectrum of the community could visit the sanctuary.
These included Kids Go Free campaigns and conservation workshops for children over the school holidays, and
participation in the Wild Dunedin Festival. (2021: demonstrations of traditional Māori instruments, specialist tours,
Orokonui Challenge running race, dusk tours, photography workshops, free open day).
Outcome 4. – to do anything else within New Zealand that will advance any of these aims
Description and quantification of the Entity’s Outputs
Financial self-sufficiency continues to be a focus, in the context of the challenges of operating in a global pandemic. In
FY22 11,335 people visited the ecosanctuary for self-guided walking; a further 223 took guided tours (2021: 12,699
self-guided, 1,563 guided). The similar visitor numbers to the previous year reflect fluctuating Covid-19 alert levels, and
the rise of the Delta and Omicron variants in the community. While the percentage of self-generated revenue as a
proportion of total revenue dropped to 36% in FY22 from 42% in FY21, revenue from admissions, events, cafe, shop
sales and venue hire were still strong in the context of the impacts of Covid-19 on local, national, and international
markets.

The attached notes and Auditor's Report form an integral part of these financial statements.
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